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The starting point for this conference is the observation that the ecological transition in Germany, 

which one might have thought would be easier or at least more harmonious than in other countries 

due to the importance that environmental issues have had in German culture, society, and politics 

from very early on, is in fact encountering numerous obstacles and is even being called into question. 

This is evidenced, among other things, by the setbacks which the energy transition encounters and by 

the success of the party Alternative für Deutschland (AfD) despite—or perhaps because of—its stance 

in favour of climate change denial. 

Indeed, Germany boasts a reputation as a “green power1”, as it is associated with a strong ecological 

tradition, having been active and even a pioneer both in theory, since the 18th century, and in practice, 

since the early 20th century. However, this reputation is now coming into conflict with the many 

obstacles which the transition has to face. This results in a situation of “ecological ambivalence” 

(Müller et al. 2025), the centre of which seems to be the confrontation between a pro-environment, 

pacifist, or even utopian ideal and the reality of circumstances and facts—although it also goes beyond 

that. 

There lies the paradox that we wish to place in the middle of this conference, whose reflections will be 

structured around three concepts: “country”, “landscape” and “use”. 

Given that it can refer to the territory of a State as well as to a smaller, often rural area, or even to a 

region or territory associated with certain traditions or characteristics (physical, biological, and/or 

cultural), the concept of “country” (“pays”) makes it possible to consider the multiple spaces and scales 

that are likely to be impacted by the environmental crisis and by the ecological transition, as well as 

the individuals within them. The link between space and people is also at the heart of the concept of 

“landscape” (“paysage”), a place perceived and represented through the prism of individual or 

                                                           
1 The notion was critically explored during the workshop « Global Green Germany » organised by Stephen Milder 
(Rachel Carson Centre) and Stephen Gross (New York University) in Munich in May 2024, 
https://www.carsoncenter.uni-muenchen.de/events_conf_seminars/event_history/2024-events-
history/conf_workshp_sem_2024/global-green-workshop/global-green-germany-workshop.pdf 
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collective subjectivity. As a “cultural landscape”, it refers to a space formed or marked by a human 

presence, especially over a long period of time—a space that can then be promoted in ways that bring 

it closer to the concept of heritage (in history, literature, arts, but also tourism and gastronomy). In 

this context, it is subject to processes of selection and conservation that are influenced by the 

ecological transition and by the resistance it encounters. Lastly, in relation to the environment, “use” 

(“usage”) immediately evokes the exploitation of nature as a set of resources. This encourages a 

reflection on the theoretical (philosophical, legal, economic) foundations of that notion, of its 

persistence, but also of its criticism. Use also refers to customs and to the ways of doing or thinking—

which are similarly questioned and redefined by the various pressures calling for change (ranging from 

climate disruptions to environmental regulations). Also included are linguistic uses and their (social 

and symbolic) insertion in a context defined both by territories and by the human practices that unfold 

within them and reshape them. 

This framework is meant to serve a dual purpose: 

On the one hand, we wish to understand the ecological transition in its conflictual dimensions and 

through the tensions it induces in order to explore their manifestations, their various aspects, their 

mechanisms, and their implications. In order to do so, we will of course focus on practices and contexts, 

but also on discourses and debates (= ecolinguistic approach based on fictional, journalistic, and 

parliamentary corpora, as well as ethnographic studies of residents' discursive practices). We will also 

study the representations and imaginaries associated with that transition (= ecopoetic and ecocritical 

perspectives), highlighting the major role that they can play and including their recent developments. 

The geographical and temporal framework will be that of reunified Germany, beginning with the 

turning point that are the years 1989-1990. However, a greater historical depth will be possible, so 

long as it is linked to contemporary phenomena. Similarly, reflections may focus on other German-

speaking countries (Austria, Luxembourg, Switzerland). 

On the other hand, we aim to contribute to a state of the art on research devoted to these themes in 

German studies in France, building on previously initiated reflections (Haberl and Pailhès 2014; 

Dürbeck, Kanz, and Zschachlitz 2018; Hanse and Lensing 2018; Rudolf 2018; Choné et al. 2019; Hanse, 

Lacheny 2020; Benoît 2021; Ettinger, Gomez, Platelle 2023) and inviting specialists from other 

disciplines working on Germany to join the discussion (literature, arts, linguistics, history, philosophy, 

geography, political science, economics, law, sociology, etc.). In addition, our discussions will cover the 

“teaching” part of academic careers and will examine the integration of these themes into courses 

taught in German studies. Reports and reflections based on personal experiences in that domain are 

very much welcome. 

Starting from the three concepts mentioned above, proposals may insert themselves in the following 

perspectives: 

 

Identity, environment, and transition 

This perspective will draw on the concept of “environmental identity” developed by Susan Clayton 

(2003) to describe how the natural, non-human environment can be integrated into a person's identity 

through their history, their emotional attachment to it, and their interactions. The identities 

considered may be individual, but also professional and/or collective, and may be constructed at 

various scales (local, national, etc.). We may analyse the ways in which the environmental crisis affects 

these identities, leading to new forms of suffering that recent research has sought to characterize, for 

instance through the concepts of “eco-anxiety” or “solastalgia” (Albrecht 2005; Morizot 2019). Above 
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all, we will examine how, beyond purely economic considerations, the interactions between identity 

and environment can serve as a driving force in favour of the ecological transition, but also be an 

obstacle against it. 

Ethnographic approaches in ecolinguistics can also be used to study the mechanisms of identity 

building at work in the ways people position themselves vis-à-vis the environment. This will allow us 

to examine the contradictory appropriations of certain categories (Heimat, for example) or terms 

coined by environmental sciences. More generally, a specific attention may be given to the study of 

subjective (epistemic and emotional) positions adopted in environmental discourse. 

Finally, we will ask what subjectivities and identities are portrayed in literature when the topic of the 

environmental transition is broached. To that end, we can focus on the “ecological genres” (Zemanek 

2018) that are emblematic of environmental literature, but also look at classic narrative forms. We will 

examine the ways in which the very identity of the narrative may change, or the ways in which it—or 

its main instances (author/character/reader)—may acquire a new “ecology” (Cavallin 2021). Such 

analyses can concern literary works, but the visual arts and other artistic disciplines may also be 

included. 

 

Socio-economic activity, environment, and transition 

Beyond the question of identity and emotions, the environment will also be studied through its 

interactions with socio-economic activities, which are complex and multidirectional. This perspective 

includes the direct and indirect effects that socio-economic activities (can) have on the environment, 

as well as the ways in which the environment itself conditions many activities, be it in a positive way 

(the environment as a source of activity, as with agriculture or tourism), or a negative one (the 

environment as a disruptive element, as with climate hazards or disasters). We could look at how the 

tradition of thinking that considers human action on nature as entirely positive (man improving 

nature), or that views the negative consequences of that action as a necessary evil in the quest for 

progress, is being called into question, but not by everyone, nor to the same degree, nor in the same 

way. Another avenue to explore is that of economic policies and regulations in favour of the ecological 

transition. We can look at the role that Germany has played at the local, national, and international 

(particularly European) levels as a pioneer but also as an obstacle in these processes; or at the reactions 

of the socio-economic sphere and at its strategies to try and integrate—or avoid—concepts such as 

sustainable development (SD) and corporate social responsibility (CSR) into its processes. This will raise 

the question of the impact (or lack thereof) of inequalities: social inequalities, but also inequalities 

between actors and within groups of actors. Proposals focusing on specific case studies are welcome. 

 

Imaginaries of the environment and of the ecological transition 

This third perspective will focus more specifically on the ways in which environmental issues and the 

ecological transition appear in discourse and representations.  

The terminology used in discourse on climate change, on land use planning, and on biodiversity is a 

first example of a linguistic approach on this topic. We can also look at the use of neologisms in 

controversial contexts, at the development of metaphors, but also combine linguistic and semiotic 

perspectives by studying how representations and positions are depicted and staged in the multimedia 

formats that have emerged in the public sphere during the considered time period (memes, mixed 

text/image or text/video formats, etc.) or that are already older (advertising). 
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From the perspective of cultural studies, we can focus on content, including its underlying imaginaries, 

as well as on participants and media, paying a particular kind of attention to the interactions between 

“traditional” media and actors (print media, television, radio; associations, unions, parties) and “new” 

media and actors (internet, social networks; new political formations, new forms of mobilization). The 

influence exerted by the international context may also be addressed, for instance by analysing the 

place which Germany takes within these exchanges and transfers. 

Finally, we will ask whether and how literature, as well as contemporary visual and performing arts, 

broach the topic of the ecological transition and reflect the tensions that it generates. What types of 

writing and practices do writers and artists use: realism, experimentation? Are certain subgenres, such 

as science fiction or noir fiction, particularly well represented? Given that environmental issues are 

global, are transnational representations and imaginaries emerging that would erase German 

specificities? Can these works still be analysed by using the concept of “nature writing”, or is the 

concept of “ecocriticism”, connected to other major disciplinary fields (gender studies, postcolonial 

studies), more relevant in order to study them? Finally, is this artistic production merely a reflection of 

its time, or does it manage to leave its own mark on the imaginaries involved in public debates (for 

example by proposing utopian visions capable of transcending doom-mongering), despite the specific 

dynamics of the latter? 

 

German studies and the ecological transition 

The purpose of this panel is to map the ways environmental humanities are taught within German 

studies (linguistics and specialized languages, history and civilization, arts and literature), whether in 

LLCER, LEA, or MEE programs. It will also provide an overview of what is being done in other disciplines 

(geography, philosophy, law, economics, political science) in relation to Germany and the German-

speaking sphere. 

The aim will be to reflect on the integration of environmental issues into German studies teaching, 

both in terms of methods and implications. We will explore the potential for mutual enrichment, 

wondering to what extent broaching the subject of the ecological transition can contribute (or not) to 

a renewal of content and teaching methods in German studies; or, conversely, what contribution the 

specific perspective of German studies can bring to this issue, with which students will inevitably be 

confronted in other contexts, educational or otherwise. Another avenue to explore will be the limits 

and difficulties of this integration, due (among other things) to the complexity of the phenomena and 

the fact that they go beyond national and disciplinary borders—difficulties that have an impact on the 

relevance and accessibility of such teachings for students at all levels. 

In this context, a specific attention will be paid to the links between teaching and scientific programs, 

including a reflection on their integration into policies for teaching and research in French universities. 

Contributions on exchanges and cooperation with secondary-level education (college, lycée, 

Gymnasium) are also welcome. 

 

Proposals (approx. 500 words) should be sent, together with a short biobibliography, by November 

30th, 2025 at the latest, to the following three addresses: 

margot.damiens@univ-lyon3.fr 

sibylle.goepper@univ-lyon3.fr 
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pierre-yves.modicom@univ-lyon3.fr 

The languages of the conference will be German, French, and English.  

Applications from young researchers are strongly encouraged. 

Decisions on the acceptance or rejection of proposals will be communicated around January 25th, 2026. 
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